The Tooth
forced the king, who opposed him with. 2,000, to fall back into the
city, whither he pursued him. In the main street the Portugese
came under the fire of a battery, and Luis de Melo, thifniost
redoubtable of their captains, was struck by a balL Jao Pessoa
snatching up the standard of the Five Wounds, which had fallen
from his hand, and shouting ' Santiago', made a rush at the guns.
Though the king attacked down a side-street and killed some of
the invaders, the battery was taken; that night he fled the city.
The sack began. Among the treasures found was an object un-
like any the Portuguese had seen before. When looting a Buddhist
shrine, they came on a tooth set in gold and in a jewelled casket.
Priests were guarding it, and they resisted so fiercely and ap-
peared so grief-stricken when it was taken from them, that the
Portuguese were convinced it was something rare and strange.
Inquiries were made and it was reported that the object was a
relic of the Buddha, his tooth, that it was, in fact, the famous
Randy Tooth, which had been temporarily sent down from
Kandy, a city on the hills in the centre of the island, where its
proper temple was situated.
The Kandy Tooth was one of the most famous of Buddhist
relics. If it ranked below the Mahamuni as a sacred object, it
ranked above any other Buddhist antiquity. It had been associated
with Kandy for over a thousand years, from the time when
Ceylon had become a Buddhist centre with the decline of both the
Vehicles in India. There is nothing in Europe to-day comparable
to it in importance, if we judge of a thing's importance by its
value in popular estimation. It would be incorrect to compare it
with one of our masterpieces of painting, for it was much rarer
and its power more phenomenal. Nothing we possess is at all like
it. To the inhabitants of Further India and of the isles it was
instinct with the sacred spirit of the Blessed One, was a symbol of
salvation, meant enlightenment and peace. And it meant that its
possessor was himself on the threshold of the final enlightenment.
The modern world is not moved by such thoughts and so has not
attributed to any object such virtues. To conceive of how the Tooth
was valued is therefore hardly within our competence.
The Portuguese of the sixteenth century, however, could under-
stand, for they attributed occult virtues to objects. They had the
body of St. Francis Xavier j they had their fragments of the True
Cross, of the Nails, and of the Blood. So, as they carried home to
Goa the Tooth, they saw it as a potent idol of the Indies. The ex-
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